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Overview

Brontë House is the junior school of Woodhouse Grove. The two schools occupy near adjacent 
sites, and provide continuity of education from 2-18. Both staff and facilities are shared between 
the schools, in PE and Games. The Director of Sport at Brontë House will work closely with  
Dan King, who holds the same role at Woodhouse Grove, to ensure continuity between the 
schools. The position becomes vacant as the current incumbent, Joe Bedford, is moving to a  
new role at the senior school. 

There are 360 pupils at Brontë House, aged 2-11, with approximately equal numbers of boys and 
girls. Considerable time is allocated to PE, Swimming and Games. A comprehensive programme of 
matches in traditional games is played, mainly on Friday afternoons. The principal winter games 
are Rugby and Association Football, alongside Netball. In the summer, Cricket, Rounders and 
Athletics are the principal activities. 

Brontë House has some dedicated sports facilities on site, including a multi-purpose hall, and a 
grassed area. Full use is made of the outstanding opportunities provided on the Grove site. These 
include a well-equipped sports centre, which includes a large games hall and climbing wall, as 
well as the excellent, 25m Jubilee Swimming Pool. Extensive outdoor sports provision includes 
grass pitches, Netball courts, Cricket nets and Athletics facilities. There is a state-of-the-art floodlit 
3G pitch for Rugby and Association Football (World Rugby approved, and FIFA 2* Elite standard)

There are male and female PE teachers based at Brontë House, who lead the PE and Swimming 
programme. They receive considerable help with games coaching from enthusiastic and 
experienced classroom teachers. Specialist help is also provided by the Grove sports staff, which 
includes PE teachers and professional coaches. 

Both Brontë House and Woodhouse Grove have a strong reputation in competitive sport. Teams 
are successful at local and national levels, and many boys and girls achieve representative 
honours in a range of sports.



The school seeks to appoint a well-qualified PE teacher to become Director of Sport at Brontë 
House, with effect from 1 September 2020. The successful candidate will lead and manage 
all aspects of physical activity at Brontë House, and liaise closely with Woodhouse Grove.

It is important that the appointed person has a strong background in at least one of the school’s 
principal competitive sports. However, a commitment to a wide, innovative and inclusive PE 
programme - which impacts upon all children - is also a requirement.

Experience of teaching in a similar environment would be desirable, though not essential. 
Applicants with experience in different types of schools will also be considered. It is important 
to be able to enthuse and develop skills and attitudes: the personality and attitudes of the 
appointed person will be paramount.

The ability and willingness to make a contribution to Woodhouse Grove sport, especially  
on Saturdays, would be an advantage.

The Appointment

Vision

The successful candidate will work closely with both the Head of Brontë House, and the Director 
of Sport at Woodhouse Grove. S/he will be expected to have a clear and compelling vision for a 
coherent and modern programme of activities, which will engage all pupils positively in physical 
activity. The overall aim is to ensure that pupils leave the school with high levels of physical and 
aquatic literacy, and enthusiasm for sport regardless of their level of development. 





Leadership and Management

The Director of Sport will be the figurehead for physical activity in the school, and a constant 
ambassador of its benefits, values and standards. S/he will be expected to engage persuasively 
with pupils, parents and colleagues, and to promote positive attitudes to sport throughout the 
school. The successful candidate will be aware of trends and developments in PE and Games in 
the primary sector, and be a strong advocate for contemporary best practice. 

The Director of Sport will manage the co-educational programme, logistics and communication 
of sport in the school. This is an important role for the school’s reputation, and it is vital that 
administration is of the highest standard. This will include the management of the many staff who 
contribute to the programme. It will require proven organisational skills, along with the capacity 
to delegate sensitively. 

The successful candidate will have good people skills, and be capable of both firmness and 
diplomacy. S/he must be energetic, engaging and capable of maintaining strong relationships 
through strength of character.

Communications

The Director of Sport will build and maintain excellent communication mechanisms, both 
internally and externally, using a variety of channels. The school seeks to build strong 
relationships with parents, and the wider world of regional sport. Games must fit seamlessly into 
the wider operation of the school, and high quality communication will support this. 





Working at the School

Founded in 1934, Brontë House is situated in the Aire Valley on its own superb site. It is half a mile 
from its senior school, Woodhouse Grove. Academically, results at KS1 and KS2 are consistently well 
above national expectations and class sizes are kept small. The school offers a popular extended 
day from 7:30am to 6pm, with an extensive co-curricular programme for all its pupils. 

The school is conveniently located between Leeds and Bradford. Apperley Bridge train station is a 
short walk away from the school campus, enabling easy access from Skipton, Leeds and Bradford. 
There is also free staff parking on site. Property prices compare favourably with other areas of the 
country, and staff choose to live in a range of locations, including city centre environments and 
picturesque Yorkshire Dales villages. All are within comfortable commuting distance.

Staff at Brontë House benefit from complimentary home-cooked meals in the school dining room 
during term time and are granted free access (at stipulated times) to the school’s extensive sports 
facilities, including the extensive gym and swimming pool at Woodhouse Grove. Both schools have 
friendly and welcoming common rooms and staff enjoy an active programme of social activities.

Other benefits of working at Brontë House include membership of the Teachers’ Pension Scheme, 
a comprehensive employment programme covering induction, support, personal development and 
pay progression and a generous fee remission scheme for staff children.

All pupils take part in PE, Games and Swimming within the curriculum. There are additional 
extra curricular opportunities for team practices and a range of alternative sports. The appointed 
person will be responsible for the quality of teaching and learning in these sessions. 

PE and Games Programme







Applications 

Applications should be made to the Headmaster, James Lockwood, on the school’s official 
Application Forms. These can be found on the school website:  
www.woodhousegrove.co.uk/school-info/vacancies

Completed applications should be returned by the closing date, Monday 3 February at 9.00am.

Further Information

The school is working with Independent Coach Education on this appointment. Prospective 
applicants who would like to discuss this role further should contact Dan Scargill, Recruitment 
Director, (dan@independentcoacheducation.co.uk) to arrange an informal discussion.

Woodhouse Grove school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including 
checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service. Issues relating to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children will be discussed at interview.

Woodhouse Grove school is part of the Methodist Independent schools Trust.  
Registered Office: Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5JR.  
Charity No. 1142794. Company No. 7649422.

Appointment Process
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